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ARLY DURING HIS RECOVERY, THERE [4 
HAD BEEN A FEW SCARY REPORTS 
THAT HAD HIS FELLOW POLICEMEN 
ae PRAYERS. BUT NOW, EXCEPT 


IN LBOW, 
DETECTIVE ‘TWITCH’ WILLIAMS 
Ponce READY TO RETURN TO THE 


Deora Y ESSE ————SSSS 


HARDEST HIT BY TWITCH ’S ABSENCE WAS HIS 
PARTNER, SAM BURKE. NORMALLY A PILLAR OF 
UNWAVERING STRENGTH, SAM HAS BEEN HALF - 
HEARTEDLY WADING THROUGH HIS CASE FILES 
CHE (EXCEPT FOR THAT ONE PERSONAL 


Y -_ \w 


VAY 


1 SWEAR, 
TWITCH. I HAD 
NOTHING TO DO 
WITH THIS. THE 
GUYS DID [TON 

THEIR OWN, 


SURE. SURE 
WHATEVER 
YOU SAY, SIR. 


MON. 


D‘'YOU THINK 
I'D BE ABLE 
TO PLAN 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS? 


THE FIVE 
DOZEN 
JELLY-FILLEO 
MEGA - 
DOUGHNUTS 
ARE A 





HE'S RIGHT, 
TWITCH. WE D!D 
THIS OURSELVES. 
WE JUST WANTED 
YOU TO KNOW 
WE’RE BEHIND 
YOU, BUDDY. 


i. All EUQUITANUONNSAONLANT ANTENA LSHHHt 
WHI FOR TWITCH, WHO 


SOCIALIZING 
SEEMED AN ETER- 
NITY. ONE CASE IN 
PARTICULAR WAS 
GNAWING AWAY 
AT HIM. 


LT. WILLIAMS. 
YOUR PRESENCE 
WAS GREATLY 
MISSED BY 
US ALL. 


THANK 

YOU, CHIEF 

BANKS. I \Q@ 
APPRECIATE Ne. 


“AS a ; 
THE KIND RA) 
A Ga 
aS 


dd 


MAN 
ABOUT IT, 
AND SAY 

IT TO MY 
FACE. 


Oh, I 
WILLS 
BELIEVE ME, 

I WILL. 
YOU'LL JUST 
HAVE TO BE 
A BIT MORE 

PATIENT. 
YOUR TIME 

1S COMING. 


TWITCH LETS HIS 
PARTNER KNOW THAT 
IT'S TIME TO GET 
DOWN TO BUSINESS. 


YOUR 
SINCERITY IS 

OVERWHELMING. 

A MAN GETS 

RIPPED APART * 

AND THAT'S ALL 
THE SYMPATHY 

YOU CAN 





IS THAT 
THREAT? 


WELL, THE WORD 
; IS BURKE'S BEEN 
SNIFFING AROUND LATELY, 
MOSTLY IN YOUR DIRECTION. 
HEARD HE EVEN GOT SOME 
OF YOUR PHONE RECORDS. 


YOU MIG 
WANT TO . 
WATCH YOUR JSS 
BACK. Jf 


SORRY, 
TWITCH, 


i STiLb 
HAVEN'T NAILED 
DOWN THE 
CONNECTION BETWEEN 
BANKS AND THAT KID- 
KILLER KINCAID. IT'S 
THERE. LKNOWIT. I 
JUST KEEP HOPING 
THAT SF I PRESSURE 
HIM HE’LL 
EVENTUALLY 
CRACK. 


YOU CALL IT 
WHAT YOU WANT. 
NOW, EXCUSE ME. 
SOME OF US LIKE 
TO WORK AROUND 

HERE. 


THANKS, 
ERIC. 
THAT'S VERY 
USEFUL 


YOU STAYED 
ON THIS CASE 
IN MY ABSENCE 
MEANS A LOT 
TO ME, SIR. 


I'M SURE 
IT'S BEEN A 


TON OF WORK 


DOING IT 


ALONE. 





M] “EACH OF THE 

yy SPAWN CAME 

¥ THROUGH THEIR 
BAPTISM OF FIRE 

} WITH VARYING 
DEGREES OF 
SUCCESS. 





“I GUARANTEE THEY'LL NOT 
LET YOU BE THE FIRST. ” 


“YOU KNOW WHAT, COG, I DON'T Give 
A CRAP WHAT THEY HAD PLANNED FoR 
ME. NO ONE'S GOING TO DICTATE 
Nie) ae aneze) 


“UNFORTUNATELY, AL, THEY ALREADY HAVE, 
MEANWHILE, YOU'VE LEARNED HOW TO DEAL 
WITH THE COST OF USING YOUR POWERS... 


"14 HOW TO K/LL MORE EFFICIENTLY, 
AND HOW TO IGNORE THE COWSEQUENCES. ” 


Ll 
Ss 


WN SS_ A NSS) 
h} “SOME FOUGHT 
NT 


WERE EVER 


ABLE TO 
REVERSE THE 
SITUATION, 





ay 

a = / 
i 
ae Y 





EACH BEINGA 
POSITIVE IN YOUR 
TRAINING HERE 
ON EARTH. <4] 


BUT NOW 
THERE IS AN X-FACTOR 
THEY’ VE NEVER DEALT 


WITH BEFORE, WHICH 


OUS TO THEM. 


LIE WITHIN 
YOU. 
4) SEARCH 
I'M SURE THEM 
BY NOW YOUVE ape 
SEEN AND FELT THE 
TRANSFORMATION 
OF YOUR OUTFIT. 
TST SUE 
’ H 
AT LEAST NOT COSTUME 
ver TO YOUR 
ADVANTAGE... 


NOT 


THEIRS. 


BESIDES 
BEING CRATY, 
YOU HAVEN'T 

A ¢LuEe 





THEN, EVERYTHING BE- 
COMES BOTH HELLISH 
AND FAMILIAR AS 
SPAWN’S BRAIN IS 
SEARED BY A KALE/DO- 
SCOPIC_ ARRAY OF 
IMAGES. 


SCATTERED FRAGMENTS 
OF_ THE PAST FLASH 
HELTER-SKELTER. SOME 
THEN ARRANGE IN 
SHARP FOCUS. 


THEY PIVOT AROUND 
THE HUMAN NIGHT- 


THAT OF HIS SUPERIOR... 
TOO OFTEN FOR 
EITHER OF THEM TO 
TOLERATE. 


THE MAN, BLINDED BY 


HIS LUST FOR POWER, 
DEMANDED TO BE IN 
ULTIMATE CONTROL.., 
THAT HIS WHIM 
DETERMINE THE FATE 
OF ALL S{[TUATIONS. 
ALL PARTICIPANTS. 


i ; r 


eee > 


wom | HE SANCTIONED THE 
Sm KILLS, THE KILLERS... 


4 Le 
Ay 8 wm? 
Q m)) 


b> Sa + vy a, 
GY OF: Os 


WHEN AL 
BECAME A 
BOTHER, HE WAS 
ELIMINATED. 
FOR THIS MAN, 
THIS DEVIL, 
ALWAYS HAD 


TO WIN. 


f4 
by Oy 
eos 





Al HEARTBEAT LATER, THE IMAGES RETREAT. 
SPAWN IS UNSETTLED, BUT HIS NEURAL 
PARASITE COSTUME IS INVIGORATED. THE 
SYMBIOTIC LIVERY, THRIVING ON THE SENSORY 
INPUT, 1S PUMPED AND READY FOR ITS NEXT 

} CHALLENGE. g- x 


ITS HOST IS 
THOROUGHLY 
WIPED. 


mi 
by) JASON WYNN'S 
Pe OFFICE, AT THE 
CLA... 


BEEN BREACHED 
RECENTLY. 


Ney 


I'D LIKE YOU TO HEAD UP 
THE REORGANIZATION OF OUR 
DATA SECURITY SYSTEMS. THE 
AGENCY MUST NOT BE COMPRO- 
MISED AGAIN. ¢ 
UNDERSTOOD? : 


WA 





I'M SLOWLY 


PARANOIA, HOW 

ONE OF YOUR SUB- 

ORDINATES COULD 

POSSIBLY KNOW 
OF KINCAID, 


SINCE 

you 
RECEIVED A 
FILE TOO, 


BURKE MUST 
HAVE SOME- 


THING TO 
IMPLICATE 
YOU AS 
FOOL! 


NO _ MERE 
DETECTIVE 


ACCUMULATED 


THIS INFORMA- 


ASKED 
VIGILANTE, 
SPAWN, 
DELIVERE 
MINE PER- 
SONALLY. 





YOU DIS- 
APPOINT ME, 
BANKS. YOUR 

OFFICER [S SOME 
SORT OF DIVERSION. 
OUR HEADACHE |S 
SITTING IN YOUR 
BACK YARD. 1 


_\ SUGGEST YOU ACT 
\ERATHER SWIFTLY 
ON THIS. 


I WILL 
N 


OW. 
YOU CAN 
COUNT 

ON ME. 


POLICE CHIEF 
NOT. BANKS 


KNOWS THE 
CONSEQUENCE OF 
FAILING A 

MAN LIKE WYNN. 
































YES -- SHE 
SURE /SA BIG 
GIRL. Y'KNOW, 
YESTERDAY, CYAN 
SAID "GRANDMA" 
FOR THE FIRST 

TIME. 


LET ME 
THINK, WHAT 

ELSE. TERRY'S 
STILL WORKING 
LONG HOURS 
AT HIS NEW 







THEY ALSO APOLOGIZED 
YOU KNOW FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE 





































, THAT PROBLEM THEY‘VE CAUSED ME ! 
AND THINGS I'VE BEEN HAVING WITH 

“ARE COMING JONATHAN'S GOVERN- IT'S SUCH 
TOGETHER AT THE MENT PENSION, WELL, I A BREATH OF 
SHELTER. WE JUST JUST RECEIVED A SPECIAL FRESH AIR. I 

RECEIVED A HUGE DELIVERY TODAY SAYING WAS SO WORRIED 
ANONYMOUS THE PAYMENTS WILL CON- I MIGHT HAVE 
DONATION TINUE AS SCHEDULED, TO SELL THE 

; AND THAT THE I.R.S. Fh E. 
HAS CLOSED 


THE FILE. 









Y IVE GOT 
SOME GOOD 
NEWS 


‘ 


i SENCE 
CREEPS INTO THE 

LIVES OF TERRY 

AND HIS FAMILY. 





I JUST HEARD THAT 
BANKS AND A COUPLE OF 

Se ES ae 

EW YORK if : 

New yo ‘12th 4 GOING OFF THE DEEP END 


PRECINCT. ABOUT piel VIGILANTE, 


HE HAS NO /DEA 
WHAT HE'S WALKING 
INTO. .<s 


GAVE HIM 
HE'S SPAWN'S 
FILE. 


I'VE GOT TO 
GET TO HIM 
BEFORE SPAWN 
DOES. 


li, 
THANKS | 
FOR 
CARING, 
SIR. 





WE CAN 
CONTINUE ON 
OUR OWN 
NOW. 


‘ 


I 
'VE 


‘S 
MADE OUR 


ENOUGH, 


QUESTIONS. 
JENSEN. I'M 


NEED TO 
ASK A FEW. 


SURE WE 
POINT. 


= 
{9 
z 
¥ 
La 
Zz 
0 
a 


( ABOUT ANY 
I\” PRAWNS. 


WISE GUY! HE'S BEE 
FAIRLY ACTIVE IN 
THIS AREA. THOUGHT 

WE MIGHT HAVE 
A CHAT WITH 
THE BOY. 


EVENING, 


GENTLEMEN, I'D 
LIKE A FEW MOMENTS 


OF YOUR TIME. 





YOU 
y FPUKESS 
H GOING TO 
Bm KICK SOME 
mm PUPPIES, 
700? 


AAS THE OFFICERS MELT j if 
INTO THE ALLEY'S / 
SHADOWS, ONE OF THE 
HOMELESS STANDS 

TRANSF/XED. 









IN LIFE, ASA CI.Az 
TRAINED ASSASSIN, 
AL SIMMONS LIVED 
FOR THESE MOMENTS. 


PLEASE. \ 
LET'S NOT \ 
LOWER 


"| THEY'RE WHAT GAVE HIM 
A PURPOSE. WHAT MADE FF 
HIM WHOLE. 


ib) AND THOUGH HE REAL/ZES 
THIS 1S A DISTRACTION FROM 
HIS MAIN TARGET, JASON WYNN, 
IT SHOULD SERVE QUITE 
NICELY AS A WARM-UP. 


ex 


THEN WE'LL 
SPEND ANOTHER HOUR 
UNTIL WE... 


y DOESN'T 
LOOK GOOD, 
CHIEF, IT'S 

BEEN AN HOUR 
a AIN'T 


THEN, A TWO-BLOCK 
WALK THROUGH 
NEAR-DARKNESS 
BRINGS THEM TOA 
DEAD END- 


LS 


WELL, WELL. 
LOOKS LIKE 
WE FOUND 
OUR FRIEND'S 
LITTLE 
HIDEOUT. 


BANKS SPOTS A 
MAKESHIFT FENCE 
WHERE THERE 

A SHOULDN'T BE ONE. 





YOU TO STAY 
AWAY FROM 
ME-- YOU 
AND YOUR DION'T 
MEN. 


SUICIDAL? 





4 
LIKE STUFF © 
ABOUT YOUR Ti 
BUDDY k 
KINCAID. * 





HE 
SPAWN SAYS NOTHING. YET 
eS Meee. AGAIN HE'S BEEN REMINDED 
WHO THE TRUE ENEMY IS. 


OKAY, TOUGH 
GUY. I'M GOING TO 
HAVE TO DRAG 

BOTH YOUR BUTTS 
DOWNTOWN. 


: NY me? i BUT LET'S 
ono / Es <4 JUST SE 
BEEN THROUGH Ia ae ST SEE HOW 


H de Gas. ‘AST YOU 
Mf THis eerore. * } | Fee Gy) nese Eee our 
ee ; re \ HEAD AFTER I BLOW 
ea a x Ae \ IT OFF YOUR 

> |e F SHOULDERS. 


SPAWN HADN'T 
CONSIDERED 
THAT SCENARIO. 


BUT, BEFORE 
EITHER DETECTIVE 
HAS A CHANCE 
TO DEFEND 
AGAINST THE 
COSTUME, !T AND 
ITS BEARER ARE 
ONE. 





THAT 


THE MOMENTS, 
HAVE BECOME 
HARDER TO 


P| TOGETHER. 


EITHER 
WAY, I'M 
SCREWED 


L'M JUST 
GETTING 
MORE 
CONFUSED 
mA BY ITALL. 


BMI Ti PTT 
STU nysal I 


YOU'RE RIGHT. 
IF SOMEONE'S 
POINTING ALL THE 
INCRIMINATING 
EVIDENCE Wel WAY, 


WE CAN'T AFFORD TO LET 
HIM KNOW WHAT YOU'VE 


ACK. WHICH 
FRIENDLINESS TOWARD 
YOU EVEN CREEPIER. 


IT SEEMS LIKE WE 
JUST KEEP HITTING 
WALLS. 


A HUGE 
ANONYMOUS DONATION 
AT THE CHILDREN’S 

SOCIETY. LARGER THAN 
I COULD EVER IMAGINE. 
IT LOOKS LIKE WE'LL 
FINALLY BE ABLE TO 
START THAT URGENT 
CARE WARD AT 
THE HOSPITAL. 





THAT'S YOU'VE DONE A GREAT 
FANTASTIC! JOB, SWEETHEART. 1 
DON‘T SAY THAT ENOUGH. 
I'M PROUD OF HOW YOU 
HANDLED EVERYTHING. 


y HOPEFULLY, or 
THAT DONATION IS 
JUST THE START 
OF MORE GOOD Ss 
HINGS. _A4 


WITH THE CHECK, e 
THIS PERSON ENCLOSED 
A_NOTE EXPRESSING HIS 
LOVE FOR ALL CHILDREN, 
AND ADDING THAT 
HE HAS NONE OF 
HIS OWN. 


OKAY, 
KIDDO, STOP 
SQUIRMING. 
YOU'RE GOING 
TO KICK... ) 


BROTHERS 
OR 
SISTERS! 





EVERYTHING! 
MY WIFE. 


MY LIFE. 
NORMALITY. 


(OU SEE. I'M 
HERE TO EVEN 
A SCORE. 





BUT, BEFORE I 
SEND YOU To HELL, 4 
WANT TO KNOW 


% WAS 
ELIMINATED / 


a 7 ‘sy i / / / 
SS ME ' Nee) 


VEN 
MORE SICKENING [5 THAT 


YOU STILL HAVEN'T A CLUE 
& WHO I AM. Ti L 


WON'T 


\) 
‘ 
/ 
/} 
/, 
K / / / 
/ / 
| / 


SS 
SS 


SSS 
SS 


~*~ 
SAS 
SS 


SS 
SS SS 


N 





TIME You 
LEARNED 
SOMETHING: 


R SUDDENLY; THE DOORS ARE 
ks * 1 FORCEDOPEN. A DOZEN HEAT- 


ENSOR A-K 50's ARE 
AIMED AT SPAWN'S TEMPLE. 





15 EVERYONE 
CONTROLLED BY 


TAIS DEVIL 





EMPIRA 





